
McS   

McSweeney Associates, Inc.                           Environmental Engineering Services 

 

Wetland Delineation Report – 161 Nokomis Rd. Hingham, Massachusetts 

 

Narrative: 
161 Nokomis Road in Hingham, MA is a .35-acre lot that abuts a wooded deciduous swamp (Hingham 

GIS). The flagging of the wetland took place at 12 pm on July 15, 2020. The temperature was 72 degrees 

Fahrenheit, and the sky was sunny with some clouds. The last known precipitation in the Boston area occurred that 

morning with approximately .69 inches of rainfall.  

 

 

Delineation: 
 Due to the proximity of a wooded deciduous swamp (Hingham GIS) soil samples and vegetation were 

observed beginning at the edge of the property and working into the expected swamp area. The first hole was dug in 

an area of little vegetation to a depth of 12 inches. The soil was loamy, without the presence of water, modeling, or 

glayed soil. The next test hole was dug in a shallow depression with high vegetation. Again, the soil sample was 

loamy, and lacking water and signs of reduction such as modeling or glaying. The primary vegetation surrounding 

this test hole were species such as enchanter’s nightshade, garlic mustard, greenbrier, and creepers, which are mostly 

facultative upland species. The next test hole was again dug in a shallow depression to a depth of 12 inches. The soil 

showed similar results as the previous holes, and the vegetation was primarily greenbrier and bindweed, as well as 

the presence of a large white oak. The fourth hole was dug in an area of little ground cover vegetation and showed 

similar results. Approximately 15-20 feet beyond the fourth test hole the land dropped about a foot and a half. Here 

the ground showed signs of water staining. All test holes were dug with an auger to a depth of 12 inches. Some of 

the trees in the area showed the signs of shallow roots, especially a large white oak. Two of the test holes were dug 

close to that tree. Other trees that showed shallow root systems fell within the delineated wetland area.  

   

 

Noted species present along the line of delineation: 

Vegetation Zone Latin Name Common Name Wetland Status 

Ground Layer    

 Solidago altissima Canada goldenrod FAC 

 Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern FACW 

 Impatiens capensis Spotted jewelweed FACW 

 Rubus occidentalis Black raspberry   

 Circaea lutetiana Broad leaf enchanter’s nightshade FACU 

 Geum caradense White avens FACU 

 Alliaria petiolata Garlic mustard FACU 

 Phytolacca americana American pokeweed FACU 

 



 Juncus tenuis Poverty rush FAC 

 Oxalis dilleniid Slender yellow woodsorrel FACU 

Shrubs    

 Clethra alnifolia Pepperbush  FAC+ 

 Viburnum recognitum Northern arrowwood FACW- 

 Lonicera morrowii Bush honeysuckle FACU 

 Ilex verticillata Common Winterberry FACW 

 Polygonum cuspidatum Japanese knotweed FACU 

 Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush blueberry FACW 

Trees    

 Acer rubrum Red maple FAC 

 Ulmus Americana White elm FACW- 

 

Vines 

 

Quercus alba White oak FACU 

 Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper FACU 

 Calystegia sepium Hedge bindweed FAC 

 Celastrus orbiculatus Oriental Bittersweet FACU 

 Glechoma hederacea Ground ivy FACU 

 Toxicodendron radicans Poison ivy FAC 

 Smilax rotundifolia Roundleaf greenbriar FAC 

 Ampelopsis brevipedunculata Porcelain berry N/A 

 

The BVW was flagged with a series of pink ribbon flags #A1 - #A7. The line was delineated using the 

presence of the noted vegetation, geological features, as well as the appearance and presence of hydrology. The 

wetland was delineated under the methodology established under the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection regulations found at 310 CMR 10.55 pertaining to the delineation of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.  

 

Additional Notes: 

 
 The site is not located within an area mapped as a Priority Habitat &Estimated Habitat for Rare Species 

according to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Act (NHESP). 



 The site does not contain or is near a Certified Vernal Pool. 

 The site is not located within an area mapped as Land Subject to Flooding according to FEMA maps.  

 The site does not contain or is near a U.S.G.S. mapped stream. 

 The site is not located within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.   
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